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Table 4.5  Oil and Gas Exploratory Wells, 1949-1999

Year

Wells Drilled
(thousands) Successful

Wells
(percent)

Footage Drilled
(million feet)

Average Depth
(feet per well)

Oil Gas Dry Holes Total Oil Gas Dry Holes Total Oil Gas Dry Holes Total

1949   1.41 0.42 7.23 9.06 20.2 6.0 2.4 26.4 34.8 4,232 5,682 3,658 3,842
1950   1.58 0.43 8.29 10.31 19.5 6.9 2.4 31.0 40.2 4,335 5,466 3,733 3,898
1951   1.76 0.45 9.54 11.76 18.9 8.1 2.5 38.7 49.3 4,609 5,497 4,059 4,197
1952   1.78 0.56 10.09 12.43 18.8 8.5 3.4 43.7 55.6 4,781 6,071 4,334 4,476
1953   1.98 0.70 10.63 13.31 20.1 9.4 4.0 47.3 60.7 4,761 5,654 4,447 4,557
1954   1.99 0.73 10.39 13.10 20.7 9.4 4.4 45.8 59.6 4,740 6,059 4,408 4,550
1955   2.24 0.87 11.83 14.94 20.8 10.8 5.2 53.2 69.2 4,819 5,964 4,498 4,632
1956   2.27 0.82 13.12 16.21 19.1 11.1 5.2 58.0 74.3 4,901 6,301 4,425 4,587
1957   1.95 0.87 11.90 14.71 19.1 9.8 6.0 53.4 69.2 5,036 6,898 4,488 4,702
1958   1.75 0.82 10.63 13.20 19.4 8.7 5.5 47.3 61.5 4,993 6,657 4,449 4,658
1959   1.70 0.91 10.58 13.19 19.8 8.5 6.0 48.7 63.3 5,021 6,613 4,602 4,795
1960   1.32 0.87 9.52 11.70 18.7 6.8 5.5 43.5 55.8 5,170 6,298 4,575 4,770
1961   1.16 0.81 9.02 10.99 17.9 5.9 5.2 43.3 54.4 5,099 6,457 4,799 4,953
1962   1.21 0.77 8.82 10.80 18.4 6.2 5.2 42.2 53.6 5,124 6,728 4,790 4,966
1963   1.31 0.66 8.69 10.66 18.5 6.4 4.2 42.8 53.5 4,878 6,370 4,933 5,016
1964   1.22 0.56 8.95 10.73 16.6 6.7 4.2 44.6 55.5 5,509 7,547 4,980 5,174
1965   0.95 0.52 8.01 9.47 15.4 5.4 3.8 40.1 49.2 5,672 7,295 5,007 5,198
1966   1.20 0.70 8.42 10.31 18.4 6.8 5.8 43.1 55.7 5,700 8,321 5,117 5,402
1967   0.99 0.53 7.36 8.88 17.1 5.7 4.0 38.2 47.8 5,758 7,478 5,188 5,388
1968   0.95 0.49 7.44 8.88 16.2 5.6 3.7 41.6 51.0 5,914 7,697 5,589 5,739
1969   1.08 0.62 8.00 9.70 17.5 6.6 5.0 45.9 57.5 6,054 8,092 5,739 5,924
1970   0.76 0.48 6.16 7.40 16.7 4.7 3.7 35.1 43.5 6,247 7,695 5,700 5,885
1971   0.66 0.47 5.95 7.08 R15.9 3.8 3.6 34.5 41.9 5,745 7,649 5,796 5,915
1972   0.69 0.66 6.13 R7.48 17.9 4.0 4.8 36.1 45.0 5,880 7,400 5,882 6,015
1973   0.64 1.07 5.95 7.66 22.3 4.0 7.0 34.6 45.6 6,246 6,600 5,811 5,957
1974   0.86 1.19 6.83 8.88 23.1 5.0 7.7 38.6 51.3 5,854 6,450 5,653 5,780
1975   0.98 1.25 7.13 9.36 23.8 5.8 8.4 40.5 54.7 5,919 6,751 5,679 5,847
1976   1.09 1.35 6.77 9.20 26.4 6.5 9.1 38.0 R53.6 R5,991 6,786 5,613 5,829
1977   1.16 1.55 7.28 10.00 27.1 6.9 10.2 40.9 57.9 5,895 6,611 5,609 5,798
1978   1.17 1.77 7.97 10.91 27.0 7.1 11.8 46.3 65.2 6,065 6,659 R5,816 R5,979
1979   1.32 1.91 7.44 10.67 30.3 7.9 12.6 42.6 R63.1 6,017 R6,628 R5,722 R5,920
1980   1.76 2.08 9.04 12.88 29.8 10.1 13.7 50.1 73.9 R5,717 R6,602 R5,538 R5,734
1981   2.64 2.51 12.35 17.50 29.4 15.4 17.0 68.9 101.4 R5,849 R6,762 5,583 5,792
1982   2.43 2.13 11.25 15.80 28.8 13.4 14.7 60.3 88.4 R5,500 R6,919 5,360 5,591
1983   2.02 1.59 10.15 13.76 26.3 10.4 10.2 48.6 69.2 R5,133 R6,400 R4,789 R5,026
1984   2.20 1.52 11.28 15.00 24.8 12.2 9.9 58.4 R80.5 R5,568 R6,498 R5,179 R5,370
1985   1.68 1.19 8.92 11.79 24.3 9.9 8.1 R47.4 R65.4 R5,869 R6,828 R5,316 R5,548
1986   1.08 0.79 5.55 7.43 25.3 6.6 5.4 R30.1 R42.1 R6,072 R6,782 R5,431 R5,669
1987   0.93 0.75 5.05 6.73 25.0 R5.6 5.1 26.7 37.4 R6,102 R6,714 R5,287 R5,559
1988   0.86 0.73 4.69 6.28 25.3 5.3 5.0 27.0 37.3 R6,198 R6,832 R5,749 R5,936
1989   0.61 R0.71 3.92 5.24 R25.1 3.7 4.7 21.9 30.2 R6,053 R6,644 R5,577 5,776
1990   0.65 0.69 3.72 5.06 26.6 4.4 R4.7 21.3 30.4 R6,703 R6,894 R5,728 R6,013
1991   0.59 0.53 3.31 4.44 25.4 3.8 3.6 18.8 R26.2 R6,429 R6,820 R5,666 R5,907
1992   0.49 0.42 2.51 3.43 26.7 3.2 R2.7 13.8 19.8 R6,529 R6,474 R5,490 R5,761
1993   0.50 0.55 2.47 3.52 29.8 3.2 3.3 14.3 20.7 R6,317 R5,997 R5,773 R5,886
1994   0.57 R0.73 R2.41 R3.70 R35.0 3.6 4.6 R14.2 R22.4 R6,374 R6,365 R5,891 R6,059
1995E 0.54 0.57 2.20 3.31 33.6 R3.6 3.6 R13.0 R20.1 R6,572 R6,349 R5,897 R6,086
1996E 0.48 R0.57 R2.14 R3.19 R33.0 3.5 R3.8 R13.2 R20.5 R7,266 R6,640 R6,199 R6,440
1997E R0.43 R0.54 R2.11 R3.07 R31.4 R3.4 R4.0 R13.8 R21.2 R8,059 R7,441 R6,539 R6,908
1998E R0.30 R0.58 R1.82 R2.70 R32.7 R2.7 R4.5 R12.9 R20.0 R8,777 R7,750 R7,092 R7,423
1999E 0.15 0.59 1.39 2.13 34.7 1.1 3.9 8.6 13.6 7,011 6,709 6,214 6,407

R=Revised.  E=Estimated. 
Notes:  •  For 1949-1959, data represent wells completed in a given year.  For 1960-1969, data are for

well completion reports received by the American Petroleum Institute during the reporting year.  For 1970
forward, the data represent wells completed in a given year.  See Note 2 at end of section.  •  Totals may
not equal sum of components due to independent rounding.  Average depth may not equal average of
components due to independent rounding.

Sources:  •  1949-1960—American Association of Petroleum Geologists, Statistics on Exploratory Drilling

in the United States, 1940 through 1960 (1962), pp. 4-19.  •  1961-1965—Bulletin of the American
Association of Petroleum Geologists, "North American Developments" issue.  •  1966-1969—American
Petroleum Institute, Quarterly Review of Drilling Statistics for the United States, annual summaries and
monthly reports.  •  1970-1994—Energy Information Administration (EIA) computations based on well
reports submitted to the American Petroleum Institute.  •  1995 forward—EIA computations based on well
reports submitted to the Information Handling Services Energy Group, Inc.  For current data see the EIA
Monthly Energy Review, Section 5.


